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Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOGADISCIO 0725 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, US, SO 

SUB J : TRAVEL OF AMERICAN DIPLOMATS IN SOMALIA 

1 . DURING LAST TWO MONTHS OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO EMBASSY HAVE 
BEEN PERMITTED TO TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE 40-KILOMETER LIMIT IMPOSED 
ON DIPLOMATS IN MOGADISCIO. IN ANSWER TO SPECIFIC REQUESTS, 

GSDR HAS GIVEN WRITTEN AND/OR VERBAL APPROVAL TO TRAVEL TO HARGEISA 
AND TO MERCA IN THAT TIME. POLITICAL/ECONOMIC OFFICER VISITED MERCA 
PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FROM MOGADISCIO MARCH 1977. CONSULAR OFFICER, 
WHO VISITED HARGEISA ON CONSULAR BUSINESS MARCH 13-17. WAS FIRST 
CONSUL PERMITTED TO TRAVEL THERE SINCE 1971. CONSULAR OFFICER 
ALSO VISITED MERCA APRIL 23 ON VERBAL APPROVAL. 

30. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THAT APPROVAL OF RECENT REQUESTS FOR 
TRAVEL OUTSIDE MOGADUSCIO REFLECTS EFFORT ON PART OF GOVERNMENT 
OF SDR TO REDUCE ONE OF IRRITANTS IMPINGING ON U.S./SOMALI RELATIONS 
USCAS SUCH IS SMALL INDICATION OF SOMALI SINCERITY IN IMPROVING 
RELATIONS. 
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